ho robb'd on the High-Way, 


mn a Night-Gown, between London 
and Clapham, and was Executed at 
A. Croydon March, 31, 1722, Gc. 


„ (Price Nhe Pente.) 
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Who robb'd on the High-Way, 
in a Night-Gown, between LoxpoN 
and CLAP HAM, and was Executed 
at CROYDON, Marcb 310 1724. 

biens? 

From his own dying Wo ps, ſome 

of them taken from his Mouth, and 
others left by him in Writing. 


LONDON: 


Printed for T. Warner at the Black-boy in Patere 
Nofter-Row. 1722. 
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Birth, and ns of this un- 
Fr Perſon, with the par- 
ticular Robberies for which 
: he was condemn'd and exe- 
cuted, have been already publiſh'd, to 
which i is added ſomething of him which 
appears to be uncharitable, 


IN the Inſtance now A us, we 
may ſee that Diſobedience to Parents is 
2 vile Introduction to ſuch a Courſe of 
groſs Wickedneſs as often ends in an 
untimely and ſhamefull Death. It "—_ 

T” 


be well if thoſe who have hitherto ſlight- 3 
ed the Word of God, would duly con- 


ſider and improve this with other cauti- 


onary Examples of the like Nature. 


By this very abominable and crying 


Sin the Corruption of Nature eminent- 


ly diſcover'd itſelf in this young Man, 
notwithſtanding the Reſtraints of Edu- 
cation ; and hereby was a Foundation 
laid of the after-heinous Guilt and o- 
pen Diſgrace which he brought upon 

imſelf. Had I, ſays he, in the Paper 


he has left, raten my Patent's Advice, 


I had not come to this ignominious End; 
He never was, it ſeems, accuſtom'd to 
give them hard Words, but was averſe 
to the hearkening to them, and obeying 
them, for his Good ; their Religion 
he would not bear : And when this is 
the Caſe, *tis no wonder that the great 
and juſt God leaves the diſobedient 
Wretch, not only to make a Rod, but 
even to prepare a Halter, for himſelf, by 


his very great Iniquities : And tis ex- 


ceedingly aſtoniſhing, Grace indeed when- 
ever 


(7) 
ever at laſt, Repentance and Pardon are 
4 granted ſuch an one, , 


10 
* 
1 
1 
1 
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He ſpent, it ſeems, ſome Time at Sea 
| very ſinfully, there he liv'd | in the neg- 
ec of Prayer; and what can be ex- 
Abe to follow, when the Fear of God 
is prov'd to be caſt off by the Reſtrain- 
9 Jins of Prayer before Him! 

At his coming from Scotlandto Faclond 
he left his Parents without their Know- 
Jos as he own'd, and refolv'd to go 
home no more; not thinking, doubtleſs, 
L Ichat the es us Hand of the provok d 
in | God upon him would fulfill ſuch his Pur- 
poſe in the Way he has experienc'd. 
Vile Action! Abominable Reſolution ! 
What thus forfake, and reſolve never to 
1 return to dear and tender Parents, ſo he 
calls his, and ſays of them in his Paper, 
f e bave done their Part to me accord- 
5 to their Engagements in my Baptiſ- 
; ay Vows, and in other words he takes 
notice of their religious Chriſtian Con- 
cern for him in 4 particular Manner. 
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violently broken from, thus vilely re- 

where will the diflolute Wretch go! 
under that Divine dreadful Curſe which 
Zher and Mother? 


| at his Will. and the Luſts of his helliſh 


he neglected Prayer, Reading the Holy 


the Holy Name of God, guilty alſo of Sab. 


— — — 


(8) 


Are ſuch Parents, now, ſo to be left? 
Are ſuch, are any Parents to be thus 


nounced 2 O horrid Crime! And 
What can he think to do and meet with 
belongs to one that ſettech light by Fa- 

His Parents, and, which 1s worſe, the 


great God, thus forſaken, he is now at 
the Devil's Beck, taken Captive by him 


7 


Father he will do. 


It appears by his own Confeſſion that 


Scriptures, and publick Ordinances, and 
that he was à very notorious Sinner, one 
addicted to evil Company, to Lying, Un- 
cleanneſs, and Pride; a great Profaner of 


bath-breaking, Drinking, and other Vices. 


He 


(9: 


He denies his having ever been guilty | 


of Bloodjhed, and his having been any 


way inſtrumental to it He owns the 
Facts for which he was condemn d, and 
himſelf guilty of Death by the Laws of 
England, as he expreſſes it; but de- 


® clares. be never had great Inclinations to 
7 ſuch Fade, and that be was but a Begin» 


ner of thoſe Enterpriſes of the. High- 
way. The two Facts, it ſeems, for which 
he receiv'd Sentence of Death, were 
his firſt of «that Nature, and all ſuch 
were five: And the only Thing, ſays 
he in his Paper, which induc'd me, was 
that I bud in my View .a Ship, which I 
deſian d to have bought; and bad was 
the Uſe I intended to make of her, for I 
did deſign to go a Pyrating, which would, 
have brought a greater Weight upon my 
Soul, and encreas'd my Offences in an 


= egregious Manner, 


Here was a miſchievous, a monſtrous 
Plot indeed; and "twas well that he 
was brought at laſt to be thankful fot 
the Prevention of its Succeſs, How juſt 

= 18 


(0) 


is it when God renders to Sinners in this 


Life according to the wickedneſs of their 


Deſigns and Endeavours ! 


When he was committed to Priſon, 


he abounded in the Wickedneſs he was 
there capable of; among the wretched 


Company he met there he was vile like 


them, and without Remorſe of Con- 


ſcience for his Crimes. 


But tho the Priſon, to which he was 
contin'd before his Tryal, was a Place of 


his great Sinning; yet, of the Dungeon 


wherein he was put after his Condemna- 
tion, theſe are his Words, 1 do from my 
Heart believe that this Dungeon was the 
beſt Place that ever I was in. 


* 


At firſt, indeed, and for a conſidera- 


ble Time there, the Thoughts and Hopes 
of Life ſeem'd to be the Hindrance of 
his Religion in ſome Reſpects; however, 


in this Dungeon, we have to conſider 
him as a periſiimg Prodigal come to him- 


ſelf, brought to conſider his Ways, re- 
pent ct lis Iniquities, and to defire 
| 3 | the 


22 
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(1 ) 
the Mercy of his Heavenly Father, 
Here he is brought to deſire Prayer, 
and to pray himſelf : And he can not only 
own the Equity of Providence in bring- 
ing him to deſerv'd Puniſhment, but 
the Mercy of God to him in bringing 
bim hereby to a Senſe of Sin, (reckon- 
ing that nothing but ſome ſuch Provi- 
dence would do with one ſo vile as he 
was z) and in Preventing, this Way, his 
further Sinning, particularly the great 
7 Wickedneſs of Pyracy” 


% 3 We w 


He takes Notice, in his Paper, of 
God's ſuppreſſing him in a good Time; 
and adds, in his next Words, for no 
doubt but my Inclinations would have in- 
creaſed in their Vileneſs, and provok'd 
= rhe Almighty God, Who, I think, hath 
been long ſuffering and patient, waiting 
por my Change in a greater and greater 

= - Meaſure ; it follows, but bleſſed be God 
in the higheſt, for preventing my farther 
Corrupt ions, hoping, that in and thro 
= the Merits of my bleſſed Saviour my for- 
mer will be pardoned. And el'ewhere 
he has theſe Words; The havvieſt 
32 Thing 
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(12) 
Thing that ever could be for me, that I 


was ſuppreſs'd in this Time ſof God's 


Providence ! 


He hopes he may preſume to ſay that 


be has ſeen the Evil of bis Ways, tho 
very late, yet, ſays he, God is able to 
fave to the utmoſt, He bleſſes God for 


allowin 2 him a little Tmie to examine bis 


_ paſt Lift 2 and Sins; and that be bath 


not cut him off in the middle of hit 
Wrath, ſo he expreſſes it, ſince if Helbad, 
He ſhould certainly ' have been unhappy. © 


He can, now, ſince his Confinement 
to this Dungeon, ſpeak of the Evil of 


his Heart, acknowledge the Corruption 
of his Nature; now he is brought to 


confeſs, that Sin abounded with him in 
a great Meaſure, and to confeſs his 
Sins particularly, as a Penitent; as his 


Crimes for which he was condemn'd to 


o 


dye, leaving his Warning to others a- 


gainſt the Breach of the eighth Com- 
| mandment, ſo likewiſe the other great 
Crimes before-wmention'd. Conſcience 


ſeem'd to be eſpecially loaded with the 


Convifion" of his Ingratitude, Diſobe- 


dience, 
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3 ( "9 ) 
t 3 dience, and Di ſreſpect to his dear and 
tender Parents; and he would that they 
might hear of his Senſe of Sin, and Sor- 
row for it, and his Hope in God's par- 
duoning Mere, as one willing that by 
this News they might be ſomewhat 
comforted amidſt their Sorrows on his 
„% no 


His great Sin, likewiſe, relating to 
Women he eſpecially profeſſes Grief for ; 
and well he might, Reaſon enough, 
when he remembers, that his Delight 
was more upon them, than ever upon the 
Ordinances of God; and finds that they 
have been his Ruin, in bringing himto an 
untimely End. Tho' his Paper does not 
explain this latter Expreſſion, we hall 
do well to obſerve, that 'tis no ſtrange 
Thing in Providence@#when the Occa- 
ſians of great Sin are made the Occaſions 
and Procurers of great Miſery and 


a " 297". we 9 


Ruin. 
5 His Sins in Priſon before his Tryal 
+ by 8 . ; 
3 FTeem'd to be his very particular Bur- 
7 $ den. 5 vs „ UTP” $ \ 7 ; v4 s 4 . 
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. tion by him, as precious and very lovely, 


(14) 


His Complaint was that he had not 
Senſe enovgh of Sin; and he has left 
under his Hand this Character of him-_ 
ſelf, one of the vileſt and worſt of Sin- 
ners. Thoſe who rightly underſtand the 


Nature of true Repentance, know the 


ſuch Acknowledgements, in his Favour ; 
eſpecially ſince he expreſs'd himſelf more 


than once, as One whoſe Grief for Sin 


was moſt on the Account of its being 
an Offence againſt God; and, when his 


Death was near, declar d, that dying that 


ſhameful Death was nothing to him, nei- 


ther the Puniſhment of this,nor the other 
Life, but the Thoughts of Sinning a- 
gainſi a good God, a God ſo merciful as 


zo give himGrounds of Hope; theſe were 


the profeſſedly gyjevous Thoughts. 


It muſt be obſerv'd next, that as he 
profeſs'd to look upon Sin, as odious ; 
ſo, at length, he came to declare his Eſteem 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, on the Ac- 
count of his dying for Sin, and Salva- 


and 


good Improvement that may be made of a 
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and his great Hopes thro' him; and ſaid, 
be thought bis Confidence could not be 
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From corrupt Nature, and that without 
3 the Spirit of God he did not think be 
could be ſo enabled to truſt in the Love 
of God in Chriſt: Tho but a little be- 
fore his Death, he intimated his Fear 
of being deceived, yet he ſeem'd reſolv'd_ 
to hope, defiring the Holy Spirit to 
keep him from being deceived. 


His reading the Parable of the Pro- 
digal he own'd to beof Uſe to him ; he 
ſaid, it affeFed him very much that God 
ſhould be ſo merciful to loſt Sinners. And 
it ſeem'd to be to ſome good Purpoſe to 
him when he was refer'd to the 1. 70hn 
I. 8. where the Blood of Chriſt, the Son 
of God, is ſpoken of as cleanſing from 
all Sin; and when he heard explain'd 
to him from the toth Ver. God's being 
Juſt to forgive Sins if we confeſs, Gc. 
He having received Satisfaction from 
the glorious Saviour; tho' Pardon be 
of free Grace to us, yet in Juſtice to 
Chriſt, are penitent Believers par- 
don'd. | . 

He 
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IPS els aud as 1 5-5-4 
He eſpecially remark'd Tſai. 55. I. 
as a Text of Encouragement to him: 


Buy Wine and Milk without Money ane 


without Price, were "the Words he 
faſten'd on. Said he, What a Comfort 


tis to Sinners that the Grace of God is 
free! adding, elſe ſuch a Sinney as he 


bad no Title to Salvation. 


He appear'd to have laid no ſmall fivels 5 
on our Bleſſed Saviour's Words, ahn 6. 


37. Him that cometh tome I will in no 


wiſe gaſt out ; ſaying, they came into 
bis Mind ſeveral Times when he was at | 


Prayer, and gave him a great deal of | 


Encouragement. 


22 Other Scriptures he acknowledged 
to be of Uſe to him, in giving him 2 


great deal of Dependance and Hope; 


ſuch as 2 Sam. 12. 13. Fob 33. 27, | 
28. Iſai. 45. 19. Chap. 55. 7. Ezek. 
18, 23, 30, 31, 32. Chap. 33. 11. Mig. 
7. 18. Matt. 18. 11. John 3. 14, 15, 
16. 1 Tim. 1. 15. Chap. 2. 5, 6. Theſe 
Scriptures ate {ſweetly PRs IE 

lieve 


C0). 


lieve Conſciences very heavily. bur. 
den'd with a Senſe of Sin, ſince they 
mightily diſplay the Riches of Divine 
Grace, as well as direct the Sinners 


Duty. 
Bleſſed be God, ſays he in his Paper; 


= for the Opportunity of the Holy Scripture, 


3 
Saſs 
2 
9 


and other Ordinances of his Word, And, 


Ab what a ſweet Thing it is 30 be but 


touch d by the Holy Spirit! And again, 
O, what a bleſſed Thing it is to be con- 
cern d with Jeſus Chriſt, to have an In- 
tereſt made ſure with him | This laſt Ex- 
. immediately follows his Words 

fore cited concerning the Dungeon, and 


probably may help te explain them, 


Are theſe now the Words of one that 
hath a Devil? . 


Alter all this ſaid of him, it would 
be unjuſt to omit the Notice of his Diſ- 
poſition towards others. He not only 
ſignified that his Concern for bis Fellow- 
Sufferers was almoſt as much as for him- 


ſelf, but that his Deſire was, that thoſe 


who 
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(13) 
who ſhould ſurvive him, might get 
ſome Good by means of him, willing 
that this way God might be glorified, 
who had been highly diſhonour'd, by 
him. On 


- Beſides his Profeſſion, in his Paper, 
of Forgiving all that have offended him, 
and his ſaying, I dye in Charity with all 
the World, as I hape all the World ts 
with me, begging likewiſe that rey will 
not reflec} npon any of his Relations for 


. bis Sake, He has given a Proof of his 
Charity to the World by the Counſel 


and Warnings left behind him. 


His bumble Advice to all young Men 
is, that they may beg of God for Grace 
zo avoid the Crimes that have been 


mention d. He cautions, particularly, 


all Toth, if they have any Re ſpect for 
their Souls, to abſtain from the bad Com- 
pany of Men and Women , or elſe, ſays 
he, they may expect the ſame End as 1 
am come to. Surely thoſe who flight 


theſe Words of his, ſhould heed thofe 
of Solomon; He that walketh with wiſe 


Men 
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(19) 


Men ſball he wiſe, but a Companion of 
Fools 15 be deſtroy d. Prov. 12. 20. 
And, The Mouth of flrange Women is a 


deep Pit; he that is abborr'd of the Lord 
ſhall fall therein. Prov. 22. 14. 


He alſo cautions all, eſpecially Youth, 
againſt Self-Conceit and Pride, having 
himſelf found the pernicious Evil 
thereof, in his vile Ways, owning, that 
too much Self Ambition, as he terms it, 
obliged him to follow ſuch Courſes; and, 
enforcing this his Caution, he adds, 


or it is only an Inflrument of the De- 


vil's to enſnare young Men, he goes on, 
for where there is Self-Ambition and 
Pride, if their Station won't allow ſup- 
port to their Inclinations, they muſt by 
Conſequence take bad Courſes to ſupport 


heir Extravagancies, and, ſays he, com- 


= monly where there is Pride it is above 


what they can afford. That God re- 


ſiſteth the Proud, and that Pride goeth | 
before Deſtruction, and an haughty Spi- 


rit before a Fall, are Scriptures very fit 
to be cited here. 
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He farther, in his Paper, adviſes 
Tout h, and would have his ignominious || 
Death a Warning to them, to take a par- 
ticular Care of their Behaviour towards 
their P ayents, for, ſays he, Di fobediencè 2 


el Sin is Death, 


( 20) 


to them is an egregious Crime, both be- 


” 


fore Ged and Men, and adds, I ſhould | 
not think much of it, viz. his reproach- 
ful Death, if it was but a Caution to 
ot her Youth. „ 1 


The Concern expreſs'd by him about 
others Repentance and Converſion to 
God, is remarkable; he would have no 
. Body depend upon the laft, and ſpeaks 


of Delays of Repentance, as very provo- 


king in the Sight of God, adding, for, 


in my Opinion, it is more proper for us 


to attend upon God, than God upon ws, | 


ample of my untimely End be a Warning 


: general all my Sp:Fators, to turn From 
their Wickedneſs and live, for the Pages 


And ſoon after theſe Words comes the | 
following earneſt Exhortation in his | 
Paper, For God's Sake, let the ſad Ex- 


20 all my Friends and Relations, and in | 


* 


* 


(51) 
At his Cloſe in the Paper, He exhorts 


all that hear of him to take a particular 
Care of all their TranſaGions with Re- 


ſpe to God and Men, and deſires 


alſo, that this ſad Example of his Suffer- 


ings may ſufficiently warn and inform 
them all what need they all have of a Sa- 
viouy Chriſt Feſus. And then after theſe 
next words of his, Commiting my ſelf 


in the bleſſed Arms 
he bids Adieu. 


of God Almighty, 


On the Night before he died he 


communicated this his Paper, which is 


here faithfully tranſcrib'd and colle&ed 


from, with a Deſign of publick Good. 
The next Morning he appear'd very 


ſerious and willing to die. However 


deſirous he had been of Life, promi- 
ſing Reformation if he might be ſav'd, 
yet now he profeſs d, he would not 
change Conditions with ſome, that he 


would not be deliver d to run the Hazard 


of Sinning againct God; tho tis plain in 
this Paper that he was not without 


the 


*. 


(22). 
the Senſe of his appearing before 
the great Judge; and he now declar'd 
that the Thought of Eternity was ve- 
ry awful; as before this Time he had 
mention'd Eternity as what greatly 
impreſſed his Mind. Some of his 
Expreſſions on this Morning were ta- 
ken notice of before, and need not 
be repeated here. As one wholly ta- 
ken up with with Soul-Concerns, he | 
ſeem'd to ſlight his Body, ſaying nothing 
of it, when ſome with him evidenc'd 
their Care to have it ſecur'd for decent 
Burial: And, as one that would thorough- 
ly guard againſt all Diſcompoſure of 
Thought, he was reſolved againſt both 
Eating and Drinking. 


lt being thought proper by ſome with 
him, that he ſhould ſpend a little Time 
in Prayer in their Hearing, that the 
Temper of his Soul might this way be 
diſcern'd by them, when he was re- 
queſted to do ſo, after ſome Pauſe, he 
comply'd and pray d intelligently and 
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(23) 

His ſerious Behaviour continued ; and 
going to, and at the Place of Execution 
he appear'd very devout and fervent, 
A little before his Death he was heard 
expreſſing himſelf thus, O Lord juitly 
may ſt thou ſuffer the Pains of eternal 
Death to fall upon me, but Lord, deliver 
me for themerits of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
Likewiſe in. theſe Words, or the Senſe 
of them, Lord recerve my Spirit; into 
thy Hands I commit my Spirit. And 


theſe words were often repeated by 


him, Mercy, Lord, for Mercy's Sake. 
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